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Description of the workplace

Project description
This doctoral project investigates how Ottoman legal legacies shaped the governance structures in modern day Türkiye and Lebanon with a focus on gendered citizenship in Türkiye and Lebanon. The main emphasis of the project will be on the analysis of how women’s status and rights which have evolved under shifting regimes of secularism and patriarchy in these countries. The doctoral candidate will examine whether governance practices and legal strategies in these two Muslim majorities, yet secular and cosmopolitan countries have strengthened institutional effectiveness for women’s rights, or whether they primarily served as tools of political legitimation. The project engages with emerging scholarship on governance traditions, Islam as constitutional value system, and the nexus between secular constitutionalism and societal pluralism.  DC2 will be enrolled in the Political Science PhD programme to receive courses on qualitative and quantitative research methods, international relations, political theory, comparative politics, Turkish politics, and gender and politics.

To read more about the MINARET project please see: https://www.soclaw.lu.se/en/article/major-eu-grant-lund-led-phd-programme-islamic-legal-cultures 
Tasks and responsibilities
As a doctoral student, you will be admitted to doctoral studies in political science and employed at Sabanci University, Istanbul Türkiye.
You will:
· Conduct independent research within the scope of the project.
· Undertake multi-sited fieldwork in Türkiye and Lebanon, and two mandatory secondments (one academic, one non-academic) abroad.
· Participate in training events, workshops, and conferences organized by the MINARET Doctoral Network.
· Collaborate with international supervisors and peers.
· Contribute to departmental activities, including teaching and seminars (up to 20% of working hours).

Specific tasks for the doctoral candidate include the completion of a literature review and survey of law, religion and governance in Türkiye and Lebanon as two cases of Muslim-majority societies and data collection, data processing and analysis focusing on historical path-dependencies, imperial genealogies and constitutional formation.

If selected for the position, you will join the Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, and Meltem Muftuler-Bac will serve as your principal supervisor and Senem Aydin-Duzgit will serve as the co-supervisor. You will be given sufficient time, guidance, and resources to develop your individual research project, aligned with the overall MINARET project's aims.

Doctoral Program in Political Science 
The doctoral program in Political Science comprises 258 credits (equivalent to five years of full-time study) and concludes with the defense of the doctoral thesis. You will primarily engage in doctoral studies and work on your dissertation within the field of political science. You will also actively participate in the department’s research environment. In addition to research, the position may include teaching and administrative duties, up to a maximum of 20% of the working time. The graduate program in Political Science at Sabancı University provides integrated training at MA and PhD levels.The program offers a comprehensive and up-to-date review of the major fields of Political Science and provides the students with a rigorous conceptual framework, basic analytical tools and sound methodological training in the discipline. The program covers the major fields of Political Science (Comparative Politics, International Relations, Political Theory) and offers a rich set of specialization possibilities. With a thematic concentration on Turkish Politics, Middle Eastern Politics, and European Politics, the program stands out among its competitors in Turkey by its courses and faculty members specializing in formal theory and the production and analysis of quantitative evidence. PhD students must write and present a research paper in a faculty seminar with the participation of thesis committee, faculty members and students before their thesis defense in order to meet the graduation requirement besides fulfilling other program requirements.
The working language is English.
More information about the doctoral program is available at: https://pols.sabanciuniv.edu/en/graduate. 




Sabancı University
Application Rules and Required Documents

This page contains important information regarding application rules and documents to be submitted in applications for PhD programs offered by the Graduate School of Social Sciences at Sabancı University.

Who can apply?
PhD programs in Political Science admits candidates with undergraduate or master’s degrees.  Admitted candidates are expected to have completed their degrees by the time of registration for the PhD program.
Applications by international applicants studying abroad are valid only after the approval and recognition of the higher education institution they have graduated from and the course of study by the Turkish Higher Education Council. This necessary enquiry is made by the University. 
Turkish candidates graduated from a higher institution abroad should submit a certificate of equivalence by the Turkish Higher Education Council. Equivalency certificate must be submitted during the enrollment at the University. Click here for the procedures and principles to be applied by Turkish Higher Education Council.
In line with the eligibility criteria and on Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Doctoral Networks programme, doctoral candidates must not have resided or carried out their main activity (i.e. work, studies) in the hosting country for more than 12 months in the 3 years immediately before the recruitment date.  For further information on eligibility criteria and on Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions Doctoral Networks in general, please refer to: Doctoral Networks - Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions.

When can I apply?
[bookmark: _Hlk516144204]Please click here to view the application deadlines of the Graduate School of Social Sciences.

How can I apply?
The required documents listed below, and any additional documents that the candidate may wish to submit, must be uploaded to the online application system by the announced application deadline. To access the online application system, please click here.
Documents sent by email are not accepted.

What are the required application documents? 
Required application documents are indicated separately for each program in Table 1. 
To be considered, candidates must upload all required documents. 
Some PhD programs list recommended documents that may be submitted in addition to the required documents. While you are not required to submit these documents, submitting them may have an impact on the evaluation of your application.

	Table 1

	
	Required Documents
	Recommended Additional Documents

	Political Science
	1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 10, 11
	-



Details regarding required application documents 

1. Online Application Form: Application should be completed until the deadline. Candidates may apply to multiple programs. Please click here for the online application form.

2. Official Transcript: An official document issued by the Registrar of the candidate's previous institution, showing all courses taken and grades received by the candidate. It should be uploaded under “Documents” in the online application system. Transcript document to be obtained under the E-government, Higher Education Council / Transcript Document Inquiry Menu is also valid.

Candidates applying to a PhD program with an undergraduate degree must have a minimum GPA of 3.00 out of 4.00. Graduates of universities that use a different grading system are required to submit an official explanation or a conversion table as appropriate. There is no such requirement for candidates applying with a master’s degree.

3. Two recommendation letters: Candidates are required to provide contact details for two people who will write recommendation letters.
The writers of recommendation letters are expected to upload them to the online system. When the application is completed, a link will be emailed to the email addresses indicated in the “Recommenders” section of the online application system for them to upload their recommendation letters.
References should be written in English or Turkish. References written in other languages will not be considered. 
References uploaded to the system by the candidate will be considered invalid.
A template for recommendation letters is available here.

4. One passport-sized photo: Candidates must upload a passport-sized photo to the online system.

5. Statement of Purpose: Candidates must submit a statement, written in English, explaining their intent in applying to the program. Preferably, this should be no more than two pages. It should be uploaded under “Documents” in the online application system.

6. Sample work: The sample work submitted by candidates must be in English and no more than 30 pages.  The work may be a paper, assignment, dissertation or similar writing. It should be uploaded under “Documents” in the online application system.

7. Graduate Education Entrance Examination scores: Recognized exams and minimum scores are given in Table 2 for candidates applying to PhD programs with a master’s degree, and in Table 3 for candidates applying with an undergraduate degree. No other exams or score types will be accepted.

	Table 2: For candidates holding master’s degrees

	
	ALES

	GRE
	GAT

	Score Type
	Equal Weight
	Quantitative
	Accumulative Test Score (Subject Test)

	Minimum Score   for Political Science PhD program
	70
	155
	70

	Validity
	5 years
	5 years
	2 years



	[bookmark: _Hlk515895022]Table 3: For candidates holding undergraduate degrees

	
	
ALES

	GRE
	GAT

	Score Type
	Equal Weight
	Quantitative
	Accumulative Test Score (Subject Test)

	Minimum Score
	80
	160   
	80

	Validity
	5 years
	5 years
	2 years



· The score sheet must be valid as of the candidate’s application date.
· Exam results must be announced by the application deadline. Results that are announced after the application deadline will not be considered.
· Please enter your score in the corresponding field in the online system and upload your score sheet under “Documents”.

8. Proof of Foreign Language Proficiency: Candidates applying to PhD programs must present proof of proficiency in a language other than their native language. Candidates are expected to have obtained a minimum score in a central foreign language examination or an international examination recognized by the Turkish Council of Higher Education (YÖK), or an international foreign language exam recognized by the Turkish Measuring, Selection and Placement Center (ÖSYM). Please click here for ÖSYM-recognized foreign language tests.
The recognized foreign language examinations and corresponding minimum scores are shown in Table 4. Other foreign language proficiency exams will not be accepted.
	Table 4

	
	TOEFL IBT
	e-YDS, YDS, YÖKDİL
	PTE Academic
	CAE
	CPE

	Minimum Score
	87
	73
	73
	B
	C

	Validity
	2 years
	5 years
	2 years
	3 years
	3 years



[bookmark: _Hlk515980284]The medium of instruction at Sabancı University is English.  Therefore, candidates who submit proof of proficiency in a language other than English must also prove their proficiency in English. To do so, one of the conditions below must be met. Please note that this section applies only to candidates who submit proof of proficiency in a foreign language other than English.
1. Candidates must submit score sheets which prove that they meet the minimum English proficiency score indicated in Table 4.
2. Sabancı University graduates who apply to a PhD program will be exempt from English proficiency requirement if there is less than 2 years between the date of their graduation and their registration date for the PhD program.
3. Candidates who are not exempt from English proficiency requirements and cannot present an English proficiency exam score sheet will be expected to take the Sabancı University English Language Assessment Exam (ELAE) held after the application deadline. The candidates outside the city or abroad are also expected to take the exam. It is recommended that candidates should check the ELAE exam date or ask Student Resources. The ELAE exam invitation is sent to such candidates by email. There will be no make up for ELAE exam.
4. Turkish candidates with dual citizenship are required to submit a valid language exam result certificate as they are subject to the conditions of application as a Turkish citizen.
5. Candidates who cannot meet the English proficiency criterion will be required to complete the English preparatory year to continue their PhD program. However, there are no scholarships available for the preparatory year, and thus such candidates will be required to pay the full tuition fee.
The Sabancı University English Language Assessment Exam  (ELAE) Score Sheet does not qualify as a “Proof of Foreign Language Proficiency” under PhD admission requirements. However, candidates who submit proof of proficiency in a language other than English may take the ELAE to meet the English proficiency requirement.
Exam results must be announced by the application deadline. Results that are announced after the application deadline will not be considered.
The “Proof of Language Proficiency” requirement also applies to candidates who are Sabancı University graduates.
Please enter your score in the corresponding field in the online system and upload your score sheet under “Documents”.
· Candidates who take one of the international language exams recognized by the Graduate School of Social Sciences (TOEFL IBT, PTE Academic, CAE and CPE) in Turkey must ensure that they take this exam in a building owned by a public (state) university. Exams taken in test centers or private (foundation) universities are not accepted
· TOEFL IBT Best Score is not accepted.
9. Research Plan: This outlines the candidate's intended research in the future. Research plans submitted for PhD admissions are expected to have a minimum of 1500 words. It should be uploaded under “Documents” in the online application system.

10. Diploma for Master’s Degree with Thesis: Candidates who apply to PhD programs while holding a master’s degree will be required to submit their “master’s diploma with thesis.” 
YÖK Graduate Certificate obtained through e-government may also be submitted.
If the official transcript of the candidate indicates that the candidate has completed a master’s program with thesis, this will be enough for application purposes. However, the original diploma will still be required during registration.
Candidates whose diplomas or transcripts do not state whether their program had a thesis requirement must obtain an official letter from their institution stating that the program which they have completed is a master’s program with a thesis requirement.
Candidates who were registered in non-thesis master’s programs before February 6, 2013 may apply to PhD programs if they can document the date on which they were registered to the non-thesis program.

11. CV: A summary of the candidate's education and work experience. It should be uploaded under “Documents” in the online application system.

12. Duty Disability Status Certificate: Martyrs' spouses and children, veterans' spouses and children, and veteran candidates are required to add the "Duty Disability Status Certificate" they received from e-government to the "Documents" section in the online application system.

How are the applications evaluated?
Applications to PhD programs at the Graduate School of Social Sciences are evaluated by the admission jury of the respective program.
Admission is finalized when recommended by the jury and approved by the Graduate School of Social Sciences, after which candidates are informed.
Candidates may be invited to written exams or interviews. Exams and interviews will be in English.
Based on the conditions, interviews can be in-person or online. 

How can I obtain more information?
You can reach the Sabancı University Student Resources Department with the contact information below: 


Sabancı Üniversitesi
Öğrenci Kaynakları Birimi
Orta Mahalle, Üniversite Cd., No: 27
Tuzla, 34956 İstanbul/Türkiye
Tel: +90 (216) 483 93 61
Email: studentinfo@sabanciuniv.edu





Employment Type
The position is full-time (100%) for four years, starting in September 2027. You are required to work on-site at Sabancı University, Istanbul, Türkiye. The recruited doctoral candidate will be employed by Sabancı University under a full-time employment contract in accordance with the applicable Turkish legislation, including the Higher Education Law No. 2547 and other relevant labor and social security regulations, as well as the University's internal policies. 
Additional Information
For questions regarding the MINARET Doctoral Networks Programme and PhD project, please contact Dr. Rustamjon Urinboyev at rustamjon.urinboyev@soclaw.lu.se, Principal Investigator of the MINARET Doctoral Networks programme. 
For questions about the doctoral programme in political science, please contact Meltem Muftuler-Bac at muftuler@sabanciuniv.edu 
For questions about the recruitment process, please contact Tugcan Basara, at tugcan.basara@sabanciuniv.edu 
